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Souters stitch up Colonials’
cast for diaspora tapestry

Panel honouring H:m_*o::n_mq.m of Selkirk C

STUART MCFARLANE

Theinfiuence of severalexile
Soutershasbeencapturedinan
embroidered panel produced
byagroupofSelkirkstitchers.
The Selkirk Colonial Society,
formed in 1910 in Hespeler,
Ontario, Canada, is depicted in
one of 305 panels which form
the Scottish Diaspora Tapes-
try: an ongoing project recog-
nising the contribution of Scots
wholefttheir nativelandtolive
overseas.

Selkirk's panelshowsaman
in a blue tie, white shirt, with
rolled up sleeves casting the
Golden Banner on ared stage.
Tapestry artist Andrew Crum-
my designed the picture, with
the help of severalmembers of
the Royal Burgh'’s Celonial So-
ciety, but the idea to include it
inthetapestrycame fromaCa-
nadian, SheilaCollins: animmi-
granttoScotland fromOntario.

Sheila Lockie and Heather Beggs, two Selkirk .A_ﬂn:o_.miso _s__.m__ create »__mmm_r_-.rnc_n.:_»_ mon.a@ panel for the

Scottish DiasporaTapestry

Ms Collinssaid: “WhenIdis-
covered the Scottish Diaspora
Tapestry at an exhibition in
Prestonpans early in 2014, I
decided toputforwardmyidea
to have a panel made. The sto-
ry behind the creation of The
Golden Banner is special and
theuptakebythepeople of Sel-
kirkwas enthusiastic.”

Overthe next twoyearsthe
Society’s panel will be inelud-
ed in a worldwide exhibition
with 304 other panels, depiet-
ing the stories of Scottish em-
igrants settling as far away as
Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Israeland
Antarctica.

The skilled stitching using
different colours of wool was

done by Sheila Lockie, Chris- .

tine Brydon, Mary Hughes,
Heather Beggs and Sheila Col-
lins.

Most of the stitching was
completed over this past win-
tertomeet the deadline.

Heather Beggs said: “I
thought the work was abso-
lutely amazing. The work, va-

olonial Society goes onworld tour

riety of stitching and colours
are beautiful in all the differ-
ent hanging panels. It was a
real passion and it got hold of
mebecauseyouknewtimewas
notwithusandothershadtodo
some stitching. hope people
from allaround the world who
see it get as much excitement
and enjoyment out of the exhi-
bition asThave.”

Mary Hughes was also de-
lighted to see the Selkirk panel
on display at Prestonpans. “I
spotted it immediately and it
stood out quitenicely,” shesaid.

“I think the finishers did a
wonderful job because I had
been a bit concerned about a
ﬁ:nwmw. inonecorner.

“I feel happy now it can go
ontourwith Selkirk’shead held
high”

try begins in the Netherlands
atthe end of thismonth before
heading to [taly and France. It
willreach the North American
shoresin 2016.
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