
At this time of the year may we ex-
tend our Christmas greetings to you 
all and wish you a Happy New Year. 
Souters frae a’ the airts returned to 
celebrate the 2008 Common Riding. 
For many it was a chance to enjoy 
some happy reunions. 
At the Bussin’ Concert Alistair Scott 
from South Africa was installed as 
Standard Bearer. Our flag was gra-
ciously bussed by Madelen Johans-
son from Sweden. It was forty years 
ago when his father Lawrence was 
Colonial Standard Bearer. On that 
occasion one of our local Members, 

Rosalie Saunders (nee Brydon), ably 
bussed his flag. We hope it brought 
back some happy memories. 
Donald Waldie did an excellent job as 
guest chairman at the Bussin Concert. It 
was fifty years ago in 1958 when his 
father Walter was our Standard Bearer. 
On the Common Riding day Alistair 
carried our golden banner with pride 
written all over his face and on the 
raised platform in the market square in 
front of hundreds of people he cast it 
perfectly, which was truly remarkable, 
as he only attended one official practice 

WARMEST GREETINGS from SELKIRK 

Old age does not come without problems and I must apologise for not keeping 
in touch with all my friends on foreign shores. I can assure you that you are still 
in my thoughts. 
As you probably know, all the Border towns have joined the drive to encourage 
emigrants to return for their native towns’ local festival in 2009 in celebration 
of the national bard. However, Selkirk’s Colonials are much more likely to be 
hoping to celebrate the Society’s Centenary in 2010 rather than Robert Burns’ 
250th birthday. 
I can tell you that Gerald has proved to be an outstanding secretary. He was 
“flung into the deep end” when elected on his first year back in Selkirk without 
any experience whatsoever, but he found his way through by trial and error and 
has put his heart and soul into the job, never more so than now in planning to 
make 2010 a very special year. Please give him your full support in any way 
you can by keeping in touch (or, if you choose, sending a donation for the Soci-
ety) and giving him your name as early as possible, if you intend being here for 
the occasion. 
Meanwhile, have a Merry Christmas and a’ the best for 2009. 
 
Yours aye, 
Jack Harper. 

DEAR FRIENDS 

Christmas Newsletter 2008 

Selkirk Colonial Society 

Visiting Exiles & Guests 2008 

Although with physical 
restrictions Jack can still cast 

the colours. His comment: 
“It takes only 60 seconds”. 



Work to turn the former Ettrick and Yarrow Spinners Mill into a high-tech busi-
ness centre, was completed after eight years. It is home to twenty four Compa-
nies employing one hundred and thirty five workers. 
A sign of the times is the opening of a Tattoo shop in the High Street. 
The former Post Office in the market square has (somewhat controversially) 
been converted into a Betting shop. 
Selkirk politician Derek Brownlee received the “One to Watch” award at the 
Herald newspaper event in Edinburgh. 
Halliwells butcher and last year’s guest chairman, Gordon Newlands, won “Top 
Products” honours at the coveted Smithfield Awards. 
A few months ago Selkirk became the first plastic bag free town in Scotland. 
Leading Labels, which is a top fashion discounter, opened their store at the for-
mer BMW dealership at the Toll. 
Selkirk Rugby team did the town proud by winning the Border League. It was 
last won in 1953. As well as winning promotion to the top flight Premier 1 divi-
sion, after a gap of fourteen years, they also retained the King of the Sevens title 
for the second year in succession. 
This year at the Common Riding a mobile bar was set up in the car park behind 
the market place. This was to solve the problem of three closed pubs. It worked 
very well. However, in September the Cross Keys pub opened under new man-
agement after being closed since April. 
A Bookshop and a Baguette shop have also opened. 
The Ettrick Forest Archers Association is growing in stature. 
Selkirk is slowly recovering from the disastrous loss of Viasystems and the de-
cline in the textile industry, a true testament to our ability to change and look to 
the future. 

Around the Town -  News in Brief 

Winter in Selkirk (Dovecot Park) 

Colonial Standard 
Bearer Alistair Scott 

and Lady Busser 
Madelen Johansson  

Local members are currently planning fundraising events and arrangements for 
our Centenary Year in 2010. It is hoped to have some special events in addition 
to our traditional programme that returning exiles will be able to take part in at 
the 2010 Common Riding.  

A more pressing item at this time is the appointment of Standard Bearer for 
2009. Presently we are still looking for applicants, so if you are interested 
contact Lindsay Cockburn (Chairman) by e-mail (jhlcockburn@yahoo.co.uk), 
don’t delay. 

The Society is growing in strength and numbers as we approach our Centenary, 
our finances are in good shape, but we hope to increase our bank balance 
substantially through fundraising in order to allow for extra events in 2010. 

A general feeling among local members is that we should do more for our exile 
members, please let us know what you would like from the Society and what 
we can do for you. After all there would be no Colonial Society without you. 

Membership of the website is slowly growing, we hope to update the site more 
often in the run up to 2010. If you have not already joined, please do, you can 
find it at http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/selkirk_colonial_society/ 

Colonial News and Update 
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