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Colonials select Marcus —
a third ‘Waldie’

MARCUS Waldie, of Southern
Australia, will become the third
generation of his family to cast
the colour of Selkirk Colonial
Society on Common Riding
morning (June 13).

Both his father Donald (1976)
and his grandfather, the late
Walter (Wattie) (1958), have been
similarly honoured, but another
remarkable fact about the family
we know as Waldie is that their
surname is actually Willson.

It was in the thirties that Wattie
Willson set off for Australia to
seek his fortune, having been
brought up since infancy by the
Waldie family and having been
widely known in Selkirk by that
name.

When he returned to carry the
Colonial flag he chose to use the
name by which he was best
known locally and, when he
brought his three sons to visit his
native town, he always introduced
them as Waldies.

Now Marcus, with equal pride,
writes the name into the Society’s
annals for the third time.

At present back home in
Austrilia, Marcus has been
resident in Scotland for the last
year or two, working in the hotel
trade, but he intends to return to
Selkirk in May in good time for the
“warm-up”, not to mention the
casting practices. He has yet to
name his Lady Busser.

One of the Wattie Waldie’s
legacies to the club is the medal
given annually to the Colonial
Society Standard Bearer, an act
carried out by Marcus last year
when he presented the Walter
Waldie Memorial Medal to 1996
incumbent Bill Rathie, the pinning
being performed by Marcus’ sister
Hannah.

This year Marcus will be the
recipient of that medal — and dad
Donald will be in Selkirk to follow
the flag “doon the Green”.

' THREE GENERATIONS — (Top)
Marcus Waldie — 1997 Selkirk
Colonial Society Standard
Bearer. (Below left) Walter
“Wattie” Waldie — did the
honours in 1958. Donald Waldie
— cast the Colonial flag in 1976.
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